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SUB J : LOCAL LAWS GOVERNING INVOLVEMENT BY AGENTS IN SALES 
TO GOVT 

REF STATE 258169 

1. EMBASSY HAS CONSULTED JUDGE OF BENIN SUPREME COURT RE- 
GARDING LOCAL LAWS OR REGULATIONS GOVERNING INVOLVEMENT BY 
AGENTS IN SALES TO GOVT. TO THE BEST OF HIS KKNOWLEDGE NO SUCH 
LEGISLATION EXISTS IN BENIN. IN THAT CASE FRENCH LAWS ON THE 
SUBJECT PROMULGATED PRIOR TO 1960 WOULD BE THE GOVERNING 
LEGISLATION IN BENIN. (NOTE: FRENCH LEGISLATION APPLICABLE 

IN PRE-INDEPENDENCE DAHOMEY REMAINS LAW OF LAND UNLESS SUPER- 
SEDED BY LOCAL LEGISLATION PROMULGATED IN POST-INDEPENDENCE 
PERIOD). AGENTS OPERATE FREELY WITHIN THE COUNTRY. 

2. FYI: SUBJECT IS TOUCHY ONE IN THIS COUNTRY ALTHOUGH GRAFT 
IS VERY WIDESPREAD. KEREKOU AND HIS COHORTS. WHO SEIZED 
POWER FROM A CIVILIAN GOVT IN 1972, CITED PAYOFFS AS ONE OF 
PRETEXTS FOR THEIR ACTION. ACCUSATIONS THAT PRES KEREKOU 
ACCEPTED PAYOFFS FROM FRENCH BUSINESSMAN ATTEMPTING TO PER- 
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USED AS JUSTIFICATION FOR AN UNSUCCESSFUL COUP AGAINST HIM 
LAST JAN. 
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